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Divine Wisdom 



nwj fejTftcri 

Igncranccteitscauae. 

Through ignorance w* Im jUntd our* 
■Ww» with a particular body, and thua 
opened ounwfvw lo misery Tho idea d 
body U a simple supvrottikn. li la supentr- 
llonlK.1 make* us happy or unhappy Ilia 
aupcntrfion cauaed by ignceanc* lhai 
nuk« u» feel heat and cold, pain and 
pleasure ItUourbuMneastorisratuvethM 
superstition. and th* Yogi ihmn in ho** 
wc can do this. Il ha* bwr dcno4iM>\l 
«hal. under certain menial ccndrtiraw. a 
man may b* burned, yet h* will feel no 
pain. The difficulty is that tho sudden 
upheaval of the mind am like a 
whirlwind cn* minute, and go** away th* 
next. II, however, we gam il through Yoga, 
wc shall permanently attain to the separa- 
te*) d Sell Irum the body. 



<KMraig 



There being absence of that (ignoance) 
there is absence of junction, which is the 
thing -to-be- avoided; that is th* independ- 
ence of the seer. 



Accenting to Y.ga 



phllcaophy, it i. 
the sou! it*, been 



jutned with nature. The aim u to grt rid of 
nature's control over us That Is the goal d 
all religions. Each soul Is potentially divine. 
The goal M lo manliest this Divinity within, 
by controlling nature, external and internal. 
IX) this either by work, or worship, by 
pyrhic control or philosophy- by one or 
«*e all of theas-and he If**. Thia Is the 
whole d religion. Doctrines, or dogmas, or 
rituals, a book*, or temples, of hum*, are 
but sectmdary details. The Yogi trie* to 
reach this goal through psychical control. 
Until we can fro* ourselves from nature, we 
are «!>»«*. as she dictates ao we must go. 
Th* Yogi claims that he who controls mind 
corSrob matter also. Th* internal nature Is 
much highrr than the external nature and 
much more difficult to grapple with, much 
mote difficult to control. Thwelure he who 
has conquered the internal nature controls 
the wfccle universe; it becomes his servant. 
Raja-Yoga propound* the methods of gain- 
ing this control. Fasces higher than wc 
know in physical nature will have to be 
subdued. Tho body is just the external crust 
d die mind. They are not two different 
dungs; they are just as the oyster and its 

IContmurd ar. page lit 



Swami Vivekananda on the Need of the Hour 

Thrir art many things to hr *« W Cm* «1 laka u 0» taw; and ll India 

*»• fcto* 
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Motherhood of God 



WaaialamilUf wtfh 0o bate* to God mil. 
•he I'athri. a lha hathailaul .4 C ol Oww 

iiliKUma. which ar* ( I id r. n l by a m*cr*y 
•4 mankind today. hedd »ua aa cararml to 
•loir Unlit lha wv-d UW r"*n 
in 11- human mini a mala km <• a ota» 
tulma ptnupto Ihry .4 < ol aa Ha 

IhouRh they aay lhal Cod la pm 
umnlpcaml Spnl .«h»4 km Cod aa 
Molhaa. of lha MnOot.-.l .4 Cot it an 
anliraly lnnH«n««a »Wa k> Cam Hat 
<uin|iaM«>. lot*, kfpma. a*. . -hut 
in a Icaam drvrrr wa ail aar in out Butinv 



a a to« way to a potol ol 
to Cod aa l-Uiei Sine# 



*w a*andanl» <4 lt» menu Illy bmtt 
Ma d rrla(ii« uKh Him In human 
a only. A mala dominat'd aoctaly or a 
vX ) Aai unaaad mmd ivtfuralty look. 
I Km aa an Ideal Main And kb » 
d Fatha* barauaa paopla Iral lhal Hau 
■dy a toder or a watchful Sup«vlaor 
too «a CMsmaaur of aU mount. Ha la 
r» akatodha Ufa into Hit craaluraa 
p« Owm ndnklualNy, who Ilka a 



arv i nntkVaf.t 
hood, not oil 
only palnai 
►villa tuna 



Whal « who Ihia God U 
raUttonahap batwem mankja 
l alhar really maona In lha 
Ihoaa who ara aiming to o 
Him and Ihoar who hat a ah 



■ria Om badda I Sam toRrthrr by law, 
ao (to Abo. pathapa paella aanaa a 
ItotataUy in lha tot*. kavlvmaaa, #*«.. 



mm fm nm al Hut partial com 
mol God hat* bam diaaatrnua tor 
I al aS Wt*W Individual, familial. 

It « nrt coarwt to think lhal 





created thing* Such a ■«* 
Cod, almtai Than mankm 
'How much grealr* mutf 
hood erf Cod who haalnlu. 
■wrh a power!' li may ha ah 
Cod ha. always t.—> altert 
‘My child, nobody M a an 
make the whole wretd your 

Thrf ** o 

In Uial rvcrfved Mate erf n 
harah nvavrularofy and esj 
would have matured rto n 
and called mrthfrhnol l 
receive hum thru lather ft 
individuality and mdrpcrd 
their mother that imMfimt pft 
can hope to are in future i 
people with 'a hero'* wdl 
heart.* 

What die? People may 
glimpse in their parents the 
Cod'. Fatherhood and 
Human fathefhood and m 

His creation. PceeaNy. «e 
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1994 Motherhood of God 



The first question standi answered 
already by the irreversible changes sweep- 
ing an Increasing number <d countries in 
the matter of women's rights. Warm 
themselves have hastened the process. As 
for the second. Western rountrbs ml these 
th.il they have influenced too deeply will he 
hard put to find amongst themselves a 
woman who could be held up as an 
example. The thoughts <d the Darw ins, the 
Freuds, and the Russels, the Nietesches and 
the like, and the traditirm of male-domna- 
tion still hangs heavily on them. The 
answer from (he Vedanbc tradition, on the 
ithrr hand, b an unhrsitanl yes' Exarrpks 
from the past will naturally appear K»iy. 
liirtunately mankind has been pros drd 
with a very recent example answering 
affirmatively the second quest am. Ihal u 
Sri Sansda Dtvi (1AW- 1920). The 7th of this 
month b licr birthday Lakha <* people, 
literally, will he worshipping her on this 
day as the Hedy Mother. 

8hr b Ihr paragon for women of today, 
and she will be so for many rmtunrs In 
come Her biographer* have irvordrd her 
life In faithful detail, crmpellmg our altm 
•«*n lo sesnething extraordinary to he* th»« 
made her an Ideal daughter, an ideal wife, 
an unusual 'mother', and. above all. a giver 
Of (he highest spiritual knowledge 
Mankind should study her life and l.wch 
Ings to get some understanding as to how 
these different roles can be perfected and 
Mended In one personality Her 
'molheihood' particularly, with wh*h we 
are cmcemcd here, » certainly indicative of 
the type of women the world will see in 
time. Though married to Sri Ramakrtehna. 



she had no children of her own in the 
current sense. And yd. she could not help 
flie power of her innate motherlmess over- 
flowing her bring to embrace one knd all 
who came to her And also even these who 
lad never seen her, for there are any num- 
ber of instances of strangers whispering 
'Mother' cm seeing just her photograph 1 So 
irrrsbtide was, and b, the power of her 
universal motherhood It h before such 
(lower of the women of coming decades 
that crass masculinity and individuality 
will humble thrmwhr* to Nrome trans- 
formed, and mankind will learn to live in 
universal harmony cm this vast planet 
Earth 

Ur’unimlrgtfl 

Universal moihrrt-od and world har- 
mmy are but temporal. Mother has given 
us much over She lias mode us feel so 
sweetly closer to God by embodying in her- 
sdf the Mothnhood id Cod. On lier own 
adnusoton. Sn Ramakrbhna (lAVi-fth) 'has 
Wl me behind to demonstrate to ft* world 
the Mothertmod of God.' So. finally, it U site 
who give* meaning anil dtnvtinn to our 
dmrrd harmonious live* cm this liny speck 
called l arth IWhngcWwe to God is only the 
trgsnmi* of erne's spiritual Lie. but. no 
matter how much that life is known to chop 
abrtit as cme struggles to progress, she Is 
certain to Mp «wy sincere spirit ual seeker 
to alum the ultimate goal of Out life — 
experience cd his or her essential oneness 
with God who b pure Spirit For, het 
assurance is there tor ell nf us: 'Whenever 
you are in trcuNr, know that you have a 
Mother.' 



■Whenever the mind goes after an yth ing other than God, consider that as 
transient and surrender the mind at the sacred feet cd the Lord ' 



— Sri Samda Devi 





Madhusudana Saraswati on the Bhagavad Gita 



(A—my ttr iy H .«» ■ *■..« A— orird 

CuJhx’lKi Ji/th. i- m c^l rtamhm g oar W Mr mt tm fwtja^d nagktt a a dr.Utt 
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Madhusud-n- 



c*> the Bhagavad Gila 





from the mind it becomes ft for 
lioiv then there arises a (inn 
between Hie permanent and the 

14. Gradually follow* detachment 
(non thing* hoc or hercattrr. railed 
nartflaru 1 (c«np4rlc central o*Tt the mind 
and tl«e organs l Then. through Ihe perfcc- 
licoi ot Inmii (curling erf the mind) 2 etc. 
renunciation becomes fully 

15. Thu*. (nan Ihe renunciation of 
th ing* * pn rg» the firm hankering 
lion From th». follow* 
teacher, and Iron, that the 
iiutructicoii. 

16. Thereafter follows 
ing and un.k nt-n.1ing of Vedanta) etc for 
the elimination ol doubt In the. matter the 
whole of the Uttmm mt mlmmj (Vedanta) 
scripture become* useful. 

17. Thereafter, through the perfect** 
of that follows n* 
meditation). The whole of the V 
lure. Indeed, gees Its purpose f ul/ilkd at th* 
Mage. 

IB. As a mult, 
becomes freed freen all 
Ihe Knowledge of Reality 
(Upemtafodlc) sentam (Thou ad That) 
Front the word (of 
springs the Unttive VnW t 0«. 



Knowledge erf the identity cf Brahman and 
theSdf). 

H. As fee thr complete eradication of 
nesoence. that occurs on the rise of the 
knowledge erf Reality. That, when U« sett-r- 
ing is removed, error and doubt become 

Trough the power of Ute 
erf Reality the mulls of actions 
urf lives) that have not com- 
fruit (aidraMA. « anfterta) 
get wherfly destroyed, to he sure, and the 
results erf actions (done In the present life 
after the dawn erf Knowledge) that are to 
bnar hull in the future (Apmaiu do not 



I. 



(Miperlre) snd apml (lower). T>* t 
Hr— I ureter tour I 
rtmjrnm and isBis See 1 



fiuUs 



21. But. because of the disturbance 
I by the mulls ol actkuvs that have 
1 bearing I nut (pearafcDni). TOumd (past 

unpnsatw) dor* not get destroyed That is 
ehmmatrd through aonya-d. the strongest 
cf al (the disciplines) 

22. The (no disciplines. vl* yunui 
(rn4ianrf)r6r. (FK Sti 2J9), practised car- 
ber Imcoene conducive to that remyomJ 
which is a triad cuwasting erf dhureml (con- 

(three prfkaO (See t.Y. Sft J 1-4) 

23. However, absorption is quickly 
through special devrtion to 

Cod’. From that fellows wireiflfci (rtimina 
item erf the mnl if ications of the mind) and 
ol past imprev 




24. Know ledge of Reality, elimination 

of the mcdifeafion* of the mind, as also tl«o 



Ihe renwoqpan* 
objects), upm. 1 , (re* allowing Ih 
organs freen driflirg buck to I 
tinea (endurarcr). I 
(nmrvniralion of mind), at 
(yearning for IJberMim) See 
Glowary. 

A different trading u unsyiu ito*6 
me should become hilly* 

Cisticn. 




( muBsrrfari™* drew in 
pa* the*, srhorh are destined to fructify m 
future bves. piT-ahS* far^Adf) resuUs of 
past actions that haw at* up tfw- present Ilf* of 
• presen and hue begun yield ing their fruits 
results of actions per- 
t life, which will fructify 




S*eurdR 62 A 
iee Ouptrr fcr j hi! 



erf Bus subject 
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and the hindrance! to it arc thr demoniacal 
gins like Knew etc. iron wtuefa Ulm 
deviation frem one'* natural duty, mnw 
to what b prohibited, or aetkn performed 
with KcliiJi motive or egetbm 

4J Iking thus ever under thr 
influence < 4 the demoniacal lira, a penc e - 
becomes unfit for gaining the human Goal 
and suffer* a scries <4 afflict ireu. 

44. PBln 1* naturally repulsive to all 
living beings m this world. Therefore ice- 



row, delusion, cti. which are Its (pain's) 

4S-46. Thr teed has uttrred this most 
esteemed Scripture with a view to 
enlightening a person who, being filled with 
this desire to Lncs* the means of eradicating 
sorrow, defcnfm etc. which are inliemtl in 
the brginiunglna chain <4 mundane exist- 
ence. and which are thr causes of afflict Mr. 
and difficult to be got rid ol. has become 
eager to attain the highest human Goal 



Divine Wisdom 

shell They ars but two aspects <4 one thing; Thr mnsn. of destruction <4 Igncwancr tt 

the internal substance of the nytttr lakes up ur*m**o teacher <4 discrimination 
matter (rum nuludr. and manufacture* the 

•hell In the same way the internal fine This u the real goal of practice— 
force* which ate called mind take up gross discrimination between thr real and thr 
matter from outside, and from that unreal, knowing that the Puru>a b not 
manufactures this eternal the U. the hndy nature, that it i. neither matter no. mind. 
If, then, we have control of the internal, it it and that because it I* not nature, it cannot 
very easy to have control <4 the nlenval pcsstNy change It b only nature which 
Then again, these forces are nr* different. It charges rcmNnmg and re-combining. 
U not that some forces are phystral and daadvmg continually. When through 
some mental; the physical forces ate but the mutant practice we begin to discriminate, 
grata manifestations <4 the fine forces, pad ignorance will vanish, and the Ptmt w will 
ns the physical world b but the grees begin to shine In its real nature — 
manifestation of the fine world. c mn a o ent. cmnipcSmt. entrapment. 







PARI LAMENT OF RELIGIONS | CHICAGO 

Swami Vivekananda's Message to the West 



SWAM! GAHANANANDA 

A Parliament <4 World's Rthgvm met at Omagv between Augud 28 and 
September 4. 1993. fevered a—# hUhara/, Vke-Pmk Uni <4 the 
Ramukrahm Math ani Ranaabtsfosa Mutton pamqeded in the Parliament and gave 
pretenlalimtcnteteralctoami. Wr pn Mew the Keymde aidreu deterred by him 
on Aim* 31. 1999. 



DMttngulilwd Participant* 
Monk, and Friend*. 



Among Ihe voice* at the prophets th* 
continue lo reverberate in the ccmdcrs td 
time, there Is none which U 
I ul lo modem man. . 
lo Ihe modem mind, than that td 
Vivekananda. HvM voice bunt u pm Ihe 
wwlem wcrld like a thunder clap in Ihr 
Wee Ufa Parliament td Rrligtans In this City 
of Chicago a hundred year, ago The 
powerful wave* Dial it 
been influencing Ihe thought-cumni* td 
Ihe world directly o* indireclly ever 



Ihe laar Christopher Isherwood wrote; "No 
doubt the vast majority of thaw present 
hardly knew why I hey had been *o power- 
fully moved. The appearance, even Ihc 
vok». td Vivckananda cannot fully explain 
it A large galhenng has its own telepathy, 
and tin cor mu. have been somehow 
that it wav of lhai most unu»ual of all 
whose word, r.prrvt exactly 
whai he t» When Vivekarvanda aaid “Sister. 

'. he actually meant that he 
American wcanen and mm 
him aa hi* sbders and brother.; ihe 
phrase became 





Swami Vivckananda fell a deep sense of 
commitment to Ihe W e*» which he 
cxpre*w<d on sewraJ occasion*. He Haled 
more than once: "I have a mea t age lo Ihe 
Weal a. Buddha had a message to Ihe EaH." 
Vivekananda's sense td commitment came 
from hi. great love for mankind. This. com- 
bined with his transpvsrvnt sincerity and 
shinii'g purity, made hun immediately 
acceptable to people wherever he were. He 
never felt himself a stranger anywhrre. In 
America many homes were open to hun. 
and he could live among the hcets freely a* 
If he were a clew relative. More than his 



liancc, it was his transparent purity and un- 
self Eli love that drew people to him like a 
magnet. Explaining the tremendous in- 
fluence that Vivekananda exercised over 
his audience at the Parliament of Rrfigims, 



Swami Vivekananda wanted to be a 
vcace wHIsout a form. Bid wc should know 
aenrthing about the form which gave rise 
to that voter. Vivekananda was bom in 
January. IMS in the city of Calcutta, the 
then capital of Brittah India, in an aris- 
tocrat*. family. A pfcwiou. boy, he 
acquired a v»a amount of knowledge even 
before he took his degree liwn Calcutta 
University In 1881 he met Sri Rwnaknshna. 
that great saint who Irvcd at the temple 
garden of Dskjhinwwar near Calcutta. 
That trough* about a great change in hi* 
We He practiced interne spiritual dis- 
cptino under the Master and attained the 
highest spiritual illumination. After Sri 
Ramakrishna's passing in 1886, he 
ergarured the disciples td the Master into a 
mcoastic brothertood known a> the 
Ramakrishna Order. After travelling all 
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and had reduced him to the petition ot a 
machine. Thr cumulative effect d all three 
might erupt in the fomt of social unrest, 
organized violence and wars. "Materialism 
and all its miseries can never be compered 
by materialism." observed Swami Vtvek- 
aruuida. 

According to Vedanta, man’s true 
essence b the Spirit, and, until hr realizes *. 
he can never liave true fulAlmei* oe pence 
In tf«e western thought "spirit" and "soul" 
•re identified with the mind. It was only in 
ancient India that a correct understanding 
of the true Sell of man as pure c nwsuv 
ness, different from thr nund, was gamed 
Ihr Vedlc sag*' called M the Atman. It »dw 
Mxircc of man's ceaseless quest fee true 
happtneaa, perfection, freedom and immor- 
tality Further inquiry into thr nature of thr 
Atman led to the discovery that the 
individual Self is only a reflection of the 
Infinite Supreme Self, which the Veda 
sages called Brahman. The equation Atmm 
it Brafemni Is one of thr most ugnifkanl 
insights mankind had ever attained. 

If the soul has a higher dimension 
known at thr Atman, why is it that all 
people do no! experience it a* nidi? Thr 
reason, according to Vedanta, is that 
ignorance ecbpscs the Atman and makes «t 
appear as the ego, or lower self. In other 
weeds, the iwirrrrw of the divinity cf the 
soul Is cmly pc4enUaUy present in us. 
Vivckananda has expressed the whole ccev 
cept through a simple nun "Each soul is 
potentially divine; the goal is to manifest 
this divinity within." 

It is the alienation of our life frrm the 
divine centre in us, which is cur true Self, 
that is the cauw of various existential 
problems such as fcne&ress, anguish, 
unfulfilment meaninglessness and bore- 
dwn, which have become so ccenmcm in 
modem society. These probfems get sohed 



as soon as a person realizes the Atman. The 
realization d this Atman is the real spiritual 
dimensson cf man. and unless he realizes it, 
he canne* be regarded as having attained 
full humanity, or manhood. The develop- 
ment of the physical mental and spiritual 
dimrrnaon of man is what Swami 
Vivekananda termed "man-making". 

Amehet preform that Vivckananda 
noticed In western society was the loss of 
faith in traditxrvd religious doctrine*. The 
foundations of faith had already been 
unchrminod by the so-called Enlighten- 
ment. the rue d philosophical schools, the 
drgradatam of religious Imfllutlcnx, and 
finally by thr triumph of science. In order to 
mret three challenges of rational thought 
and referee, religion must have two sup- 
ports: fust, a higher view of Reality which is 
in harmony with the discover** of modem 
scirrvre; and second, a prirsiple of vert- 
fUbtlMy wltt, regard to religious belief.. 
Vrvekananda show ed that the ancient sys- 
tem of Vedanta was in a po.it.on to satUfy 
bolh three demand* cf science. 1 le believed 
that if religMn is hasrd cm etrrnal truths, it 
has ncohsng to fe*r from •timer In a lecture 
delivered in Lcndon, Vivrkananda said, "I* 
re! g»n to |uatif) itwif by the discoveries 
of reason, threogh which every other 
refencc Justifies itrelf? Are tile same 
methods d invest igaticm which we apply to 
science* and knowledge outside, to be ap- 
plied to the sornr uf religion? In my 
opinkm this mua hr so, and i am also d the 
cpinion dial thr sooner it i* dime, the bet- 

Im m 

As regards the verifiability principle, it 
is provided by die principle of ajuni<A, ot 
direct experience, which a the very founda- 
tion cm which Vedanta stands- Truths about 
thr read. Cod and the mental universe were 
discovered by the ancient sagre through 
direct experience Like scientific e*peri- 
nerts. three are repeatable experiences; 
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the discipline of differ**! relig*>ns d 
world and came lo the following 



lion of the ultimate Reality, or God, it the 
rnfral principle in all religions. two. the 
ultimate Reality b One but B known by 
different names; and three, retigiems of the 
world have equal validity in so far at they 
lead to the realization of the i 
Reality. Vivekanuida 
immense practical 
cor.lu.mnv 




Vivekananda seldom tp.Be d Sri 
RamakrBhna in public. Instead. he worked 
he the principle* for which hu 
Mood. In the field of religious 
Vivekananda'* work was thrrt-fcBl 
he spoke against religious t*gc 
cluaivcnrs*. Second, he opened the • 



him, toleration was all that was expected d 
a liberal minded penwev The i 
dueed the idea of integrating 
element, of uthre religion, into i 
religion. He said. The • 
became a Hindu or a I 
or a Buddhist to beccene a 
each must aaslmilatr the spirit of the others 
and yet preserve his individuality and 
grow according to his own law d growth.* 

The third work in the field d 
harmony that Vivefcananda 
was to show that the religions of the world 
were only different manifestations of the 
rev eternal Universal Religion In hb paper 
rei Hinduism read at the Parliament of 
Religions on September 19, 1893, the 
lias given this insplnng description of that 
Universal Religion “If there B ever to be a 
Universal Keiighm," he mid. "it real be 
one which will have no location in place cr 
time; which will be infinite, fifcc the God it 
will preach, and whcne sun will shine upon 
the followers of Krishna and of Christ, on 
saints and sinner, alike which will not be 



Buddhistic. Christian or 
but the sum total of all 
ill have infinite space ft* 
which in its catholicity will 
in its infinite arms, and find a 
; every human being. Iron the 
ovelling savage not for removed 
/nan the l«utr. lo the hjglwst man towering 
by the virtue* d hi- head and heart almost 
iking society stand in 
awe of turn and dead* his human nature. It 
will be a religion which will have no place 
for perareutkm or intolerance in Its polity, 
which will recugn ur divinity in every man 
and wvcvan. and whoar whole scope, 
w Me force. Wfll he centred in 
humanity to realize its own true, 
nature * It M tlw final merger of «U 
a Universal Religion that 
wiD br thr humanity's next great achieve- 
niH and in this task we all hive a big pail 
to play 



ui man as potentially 
of religion a. 
ptulcaophy. a new 
d religious harmony these are 
i element* d Swaml Vtvekananda's 
to the Weet Swamip'a nwxsage 
at solving the problems 
of Lie- The mam thrust of hr* message wo* 
to provide a unifying vision of the immense 
inherent in the human soul. 
Vivekarvanda had great both in the 
of man. And! like the great 
American poet, Walt Whitman. Vivcfcanan 
da locked vg«on America a* offering limit- 
lesa epportunitie* for the actualization of 
Freed ol colonial rule 
I secular ccmMihiticin, 
the Uruled Stales of Amcrtca has been a 
fond of freedun and democracy from the 
beginning d its history. It lias been a nich- 
ing pot d cultures and race., and therefore 
pros ides a favourable ground for universal 
. Vivefcananda had great hope* for die 





Exhibition and Seminar at UNESCO 



FEDERICO MAYOR 



(RepraJuctd below is I he address ty Mr. Mena, Map*. Director-General of 
UNESCO, u*en he inaugurated the funclum held on October 8. 1993, in 
commemoration of the Centenary of Scami Vk ekananda't participation in the 
Parliament <fRehg*m,. Chicago. 1093J 



mwi. 



II gives me greet pleasure to wekeme 
you to UMSCC cm the occaaton erf the 
exhibition and seminar devoted lo Swarru 
Vkvekananda. 



There are many aspects erf Swam! 
Vive luu uui<ln'» thought his Ideals and his 
social message which make UNBCOa very 
rod setting (or this crkfcralion in France erf 
the centenary erf his participation in the 
World Parliament erf Religions, held in 
Chicago ore hundred years ago 



First his commitment towards unrwr- 

with humanity as a whole. He said from thr 

quote: 'I fervently hope that thr bell that 
tolled thia morning in honour erf this ccemrv 
tuxi may be the death-knell of all fanaticism, 
of all persecutions with ih* sword or wdh the 
pen.' I am sure all erf ue present here today 
would strongly identify with this aspiration 
since the struggle against rxctoWvmrs* b 
veto that must be perpetually renewed. I am 
pleased to note die theme arxl spin! of 
universal ism permeates all the events erf 
today's programme: the exhibition the to 
turn anil the music recital. 



this — striving to overcome these problems 
at then roots; and U is one that ! believe the 
United Nations, working with all possible 
SCO partner*. must take its absolute priority 
in the yean to coma. 

Third, his preoccupation with human 
development and his vision erf education, 
science and culture as the esaenUal Instru- 
ments lor such development. The conver- 
gence with UNBSCtfs concerns will be 
cfcviouetoalL 



1 am indeed struck by the similarity 
erf the constitution of the Ramakrishna 
da established as 
as 1&97 with that of UNtBCO drawn up 
(5. Both place thr human being at the 
of thrirrf torts aimed at drvrki|iment. 

at the top of the agenda 
and democracy. Both 
the variety erf human cultures and 
aspect erf the com- 





The world today is going through a dud- 
Wnging period erf transiUcev We see many 
evil* like racism and in tn -ethnic and 
religious conflict returning among us with 
renewed force Celebrations like this today 
are a sauce erf renewed strength and 
encouragement to fight against these evils 



Seccrxl.hb concern for the poor and the 
destitute. The miwaon he established in 
India, and which has now spend all over the 
world, b working to reduce poverty and 
eliminate discrimina t io n among the 
different segments erf society. There b no 
more important challenge for us all than 



ladies and Ccndrmm. 

I haw much pleasure In Inaugurating 
thb ammomcnCvr evening, which begins 
with a tour around thr exhibition cm the life 
and message erf Swami Vlvckananda. 




Sri Ramakrishna's Teachings to Devotees 
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faiths. Thai has nothing to do with ml 
spiritual life If wc ate really earnest about 
Cod wo shall have no time to waste in such 
talk 



Cod has infinite aspects. I 
ways thiuugh which He can be 
We know about cnly seme of the fcama <4 
God; therefore, we cannot say that Cod is 
c*\ly 'this much' and nothing mere. The 
chameleon changes its colours ft* man 
•ho has seen it in one cofcur thinks that the 
chameleon It of that shad. <*>»y A not hit 
man think* differently, since he has wen it 
when it was a different crfcair. whereas a 
man who sits under the tree where the 
chameleon lives, knows how many colours 
U can assume Similarly, Cod's mfirate 
varieties and Infinite posublltoes have not 
been exhausted at all. Swam. Vivekananda 
tay* Ileal each am sees Cod 1 
own nature. He again My* 
religion is an expression 
express the same truth, and we i 
to each in his own language. Cod can raver 
be limited by our Intellect 



II was not only Sri Ramaknshna. hi 
other saints have said, and in our scriptures 
too we find sufficient hints to tfw truth that 
all religion* lead to the same goal However 
in Ihe history of the wield there has not 
been another instance where sememe 
faithfully followed different path* and 
came to realize that the different roads fed 
to the same goal That is the great cuinlu 
linn of Sri Ramakmhna. I le says that Cod 
htt infinite aspects and facets and they 
have rever been exhausted. Even the scrip- 
ture* have, to this day, described IBs nature 
only partly . He can never be staled In final 
terms- The ultimate Reality ever remains 
beyond our thought and words. Bui as we 
proceed, our mind will gradually change it* 
Condition, ard when the mind is absolutely 
pure we shall realize God, which is purity 
Itself. The Upamsads clearly say that God is 



key cod our mind's grasp. But at the : 
time the Lparoxads also say, 'It can be real- 
ized through the mind alone." 3 Sn Rama- 
- this cuntiadictxn by saying 
, pure HtUhi (intellect) and pure Self 
and the same. He says, "Cleanse 
your mind, free it of all impuriUes. Such a 
pure mind will reveal the inner reality." 
wr have fully purified ourselves, 
sriUba nothing to separate us from 



A drew drop c4 water falls inlo a vast 
matt of dial wafer. What happens lo that 
drop? It merges into that vast mass of 
wafer. The individual existence of that drop 
dott ran remam. II U |ua hke that -It doll 
which were to manure the depth of Ihe 
ocean. It g.4 nulled into It and there was 
none who could exane and dewribc Ihe 

In the PHtgamU. three criteria are men 
lamed to rfeimatr our spiritual progress. 
Three are Wuhi. Virafai, and Wwga.uf- 
pdufti flfcatri Is drvrtion, our yearning 
fee Han Then Virafei or detachment, dts- 
pesrem towards everything other than 
Cod; and then Nwyui/p.uhalfe., conviction 
about the Reabty of Cod . TTus.- three things 
crane toa pmeri gradually MheprogresM’s 
towards the Reality. As we grow spiritual- 
ly, our devrt.cn Increases dlspmaion inlen 
slfM. and Cod will become the only 
Kerf*, 



May the Mreaings of Sn Ramakrishru 
help us to have that yearning which he so 
often described as the one thing that gives 
Cod-vfeton. 
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Swami Vivekananda 
And the Harmony of Religions 
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common. t>» infaul* 
through eternity aid i 
this religion l> eapeem 
uwninn ui viMu w 
fact that cai be gto« 
different r»li*nr- to 
ideal Ciut ANtrerlion. 
ua. either in the Icrai 




the search throughout 
human mind In the vr 
often find glunpw* d 
men'* mind* We fine 
roUik a step beyond 
something carplr. wh, 

9 n»C Voi<r-«riaQ 
iojmj. Veil ,-*»«. 

1 1 IM„ Vol. 3. [up- IB* 
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-<-jkl be lost in the 
basic urge. "This idea 
not relinquish. Your 
»wOI be lad without 
ire to proving us to be 
Y*t simultaneously 
at still we are free. At 
led down, as it were. 
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The Vedanta Society of Portland 
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declared, "...upcr. the banner erf ever) 
religion will soon be written, in sp i le erf 
resistance: -Help and nee Fight.' 'AasinuU- 
lion and not Destruction.' 'Harmon) and 
rVacB and not DtoMMfca*.* 4 



Swami Vi vrV.anar.da became so popular 
that after the Parliament of Religions he had 
to undertake whirlwind lecture tours 
throughout the length and breadth erf the 
United States preaching the anrMnl 
wisdom of the sages of India. In 1094 he 
established the Vedanta Society of New 
York— the fust permanent Vedanta Centre 
in the West.' 

Swam* want back to fatdu In 1097 
During his second visit to Amenta he 
established the Vedanta Society In San 
Prancteeo in 1900-the second Vedanta 
Society in the US. A.* 

rngunahtananda's (Head erf the Vedanta 
Society of San Franciaco from January 2. 
1903 to January 10. 1915) -.. .field of action 
was extended even to the stale of Oregon', 7 
that Steam! Prakashananda (Head of the 
Vedanta Society of San Franciaco from the 
beginning of 1916 to February 13. 1977) 
“...made a successful lecturing tour of etx 
weeks through Oregon and the State of 
Washington', 4 that Swam. Paramananda 
made a -.. brief visit to friends in 
ItortUnd,* 9 no permanent Centre was 



4. Ibid., page 24. 

3. TfefftaerycflVRawab'l'ta.MtftfrJtM 

Mmx.pag.72. 

6 Ifcrf.psgem 

7. Sworn AtuUiunda. IviM IV f—.i n 
AmeHta and Imhi (Caicuta: Advarts 
Arfusma. 1966) page 87. 

8. 7VHu tcryY».«lni<7 U i M Malnil>» 
bifhu Minam. page 197. 

9. Votnuo Mcmlhly-Tkt Mr*ag, cf ttv £— 



established in Portland until 1925. 



At the invitation of some interested 
Portland. Swaou Prabhav- 
• from San franrisco and gavr 
. which eventually prepared 
the ground for a permanent Centre. Swami 
ne to the United 
in 1923 in ccdcr to assist Swami 
i in San Francuco With the 
of Swami Prakaah- 
the Vedanta Society of Portland 
. in November. 1925 undir 
of Swami Prabha vananda. 10 B.S 
as no permanent place for the 
Society Lectures and meetings were held 
variously In the Portland Hotel (in 
downtown, comer of S W Broadway and 
Alder, now known at Pioneer Square), in 
Mr Child'! (the run President of the 
Society) residence. In the chapel at 616 
Krormrr Building (owner of SW. 2nd and 
changed later to 206 & W 
In the present numbering 
in the Dckurn Building. in the 
kiddmg on Taylor Street and the 
•recalled 'German Hall' above Old. and 
King Store on Mcrrison Street (now the 
Galleria). The Vedanta Society of I'ortUnd 
waa crfBoall) incorporated on October 4, 
1928 by Hal G Quid -•’resident. K C 
Soule— Secretary, and Lottie 1. Scott- 



Swami Vivekananda sUyed at 309 
M cn l erey Road. South Pasadena, fer si> 
weeks as a guot of the three Mead sisters 
during his vim to Southern California in 
1900. It was one of thr sirtem. Mm. Carrie 
Mead Wyckoff (known later as Sister Lalita) 
who came to Portland toward the end of 
1928 to help Swami Prabhavananda. A 
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pUre near the City (ten acres of land In Lake 
Oswego, Clackamas County) was selected 
for purchase, but to show how difficult 
things were in those days foe a new 
Religious Movement, the Vedanta Society 
was not welcome in this suburb. 

Theresa Olson b one erf those who 
helped Swami Prathavanarda m his 
pioneering work erf establishing a Vedanta 
Society in Portland. She was the treasurer <rf 
IheSociety tor 35 years. -Through the Core 
of the Lord.* recall* Theresa Chon. 'I seas 
bom to good Christian parents, and at my 
Mother's tret foamed a prayer remembered 
throughout the yean In my Sunday ached 
days I used to receive as gifts bods of 
people in foreign lands, and I enjoyed read- 
ing them and thought that some day I 
would even see these people. Destiny 
brought our family to thW bm.it.ful dty of 
ftftUnd, and It was here after a lew yaan 
that I found my wtah answered. I dal not 
hasp to go to a foreign land. M came tome 
right here. 

-At the time I was entertaining a friend 
who had been ill, and one evening krlffg 
over the paper foe some place toga I saw a 
prture of a face that I seemed almost to 
rccognW*. and aabd. This la where we will 
go' It was to be a meeting in the ktfcy of 
the famous Portland Hotel, and there I sat 
on the front seat with my friend before a 
person from a foreign land It waa In the 
year 1925 that Swami Prabhavananda of 
India came to Portland, and it was before 
him that 1 sat on this occasion. 



a huge fountain of Divine Perfection and 
Bfo* and rimmed erf all doubts and fears 
and bom anew, and that Bias is still mine. 

■ Oner . Swami Pratrfvavananda gathered 
the lew of us and gave us out names. Mine 
is Han Priys (dear to the Lord), and I still 
trel the Mating and Divine protection of 

However, after four yean of fruitful 
service to thr Portland Centre, Swami 
Prabhavananda moved to Hollywood In 
1929. at the invitation of Mrs. Wyckorff. who 
denatrd her hour at 1946 Ivar Avenue 
(laser named Vedanta Place) to start the 
Volants Society there 1 1 

Swami Vividohananda was sent from 
India In 1929 to lake char*, of the Portland 
Cerrfre. The Society dill had no place of Its 
own. and he too lived to a modeat apart- 
mmf at the Wheektoev Sometimes they 
screened Ns bed off with a curtain and held 
m rehr gs to thr balance of the same room. 
Unfortunately slue a year of aervlce he 
went to San Francisco on account of 111 



There was no render* Swami In 
Portland from 1929 until Swami 
Dreatmananda's arrival on February 11, 
1932. But the devotees used to meet Tuev 
day evening* to the house of There** Olson 
and would read from the C tmfUk Wcrfa cf 
Ssoaa* Virefcmarak Swami Prabhavananda 
used to come to Portland during vacation 



"A musician had played on a harp, and S wam i Devatmanandib who was to the 
when the Swami began to speak, it was as if New Ycek Vedanta Society at thr time, w as 
n new heaven and a new earth was epered asked to take charge of the Portland Centre, 
lor me. and I Mid to myself. Ts N potaUr Acctwdmgly. he came to Portland in 1932 11 
Hut this is happening^, but I knew it was and started his mission of service while the 
and that it was very real because to my very 
Himuri heart I answered Tres. yes' to every !LMI.p*tM 
word he said. It was as if I was sitting under 1Z JteJ. pap-257 
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know. TV lad 
arrived In Portland, 
money K> pay (hr 
lwv« managed Our 



arvmatobetha 
remarked u 



The Surwl, 
lUhey Street. 

March 1932 lor the 
Swam! and to hold 
tlasaea. Soon aha. D 
d<n.nlov.n In ih. 

Sunday morning 
clawca there In 
movrd to a house at Ml* & L 
the Mvond kialion cd Ihr S»sj 
day evening 
Ihe Maion T. 






In 1934 . When i 
institutions 

, the Sonaty | 
house at 1206 N W 
Avenue— the first permanent hn < 
Vedanta Society c4 iMllard Two 
later, m 1936 . on 
birthday anniversary c4 
Ihe Society purchased on February 27 tfc a 




I cany what Owy U . and pmrnt 
say* lord Krishna 
(DC 22 ) Theresa Olson 
a harro-red m thru live, too: 

P" l«*| 

try id buy a pia>* of our own, aiul 

Park a 

~as aat lor thw puryne. and at this 
air Pnadrrt said wa would look 
We tried It* on* cl the old 
S W PaA Avrnue. but tound Ihr 
too high k* us Then we arcuird a 
on N W 



» place lor 
to deal with us 
t the greal 
rr Mcther's home 
was being enter 
that he had 
The price for this 
i» time we made 
then we were » 
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the deed, giving a 
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to the meeting Ihe day 







1 wa» d can* some . 
Thom*, narrates. 'and a 
name of ' Guru' came Mo I 
I realized that I needed a I 
when I was In a 
prompted mf to I no fc mfto 
and I looked under -Swam 
Swami Aseshananda's na 
Vrdar.ta Society and four 
services. On Sunday I car 
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Holy Mother in Universal Perspective 

SMI AMI SMAHANA.NDA 
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of hto, If their is any. I shall dacu*, h*a 
dozen virtue* of the Holy Mother and 
an«ly« them in their three «yv 



Pint her 



Fp.3J8.K7 2* 
V Hofy Mirtn. Sfcrl 



tVn.Fp.lttl* 



r. to d e v el op that patience one 
» wtettth** Often people toy, 
t,*BgoodtoMy, 'Be unselfish.' But 
are urad&h. people will take 
«**• <f you." H may be true, 
uafiy speaking. but U caratct be a 
lent. If every member of a society is 
* the father is selfish, the mrthcr is 
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Mlfish, the daughter B selfish. the son is 
selfish, there will be no cooking in the hoove 
at alL li all the members of t society are 
selfish. that society is going to deteriorate 
So. some measure c4 unselfishness, some 

(the r world I mesa * necessary to mamtain 
certain values in society. Lhsctfishness a 
one ol the virtues which are essential lie 
group living. One ol the world problems u, 
how to make people Uve together era land 
ly or a larger group The meal important 
lartre* allecting any type at in terpcr ro nal 
relauonshlp are the amount of patience, 
understanding and acceptance These are 
the basic virtue* The Holy Mother, by her 
own practice, has shown us that a can be 
practised in our daily living 



sard, *Y«. 1 cannot see faults ol other 
people ' We know that in her younger days 
she prayed. *0 lord, there is a stain even in 
the moon, but Wt there not be the least trace 
of stain in m> nund ’** Evidently God 
heard her and she cwdd not see the defec- 
tive nde d people. 

By decrying a perron y«i cannot bring 
oca his quals**. but only by encouraging 
him. That is what Swamp wanted to evoke 
by making people aware ol their spiritual 
pdtnCulNy. and that i. what Holy Mother 
stressed by her teachings and character. 
Don't are other people's faults, see your 



A few days ago I was speaking to a 
Irlrod d mine 1 learned he had retired Hu 
two sons are in hie house, both are marred, 
but they have three separate kitchens That 
shows that there is no use putting all the 

dlmat* or even economic cwiditnw foe our 
rmsrnci It u w* who create our unheppe- 
n**» So, unless and until the individual 
accepts this Idea that if we have to In* 
together we must praetor patience, 
tolerance, acceptance and unselfishness, 
misery will continue unabated. 

Now that is an important idea the Holy 
Mother has demonstrated. A little love is to 
be practised She asked us not to be critical. 
Her last message, 'find out yean own 
laulls; the whole wield i* your own Den t 
find fault with others' , reminds us that half 
the troubles of li/e are from finding faults 
with others. We are always judgmental, we 
are always crowd. That was cne of the 
beauties of the Holy Mother She could nrt 
see the defective side of persons. Somebody 
complained to her. 'Mother, we are triling 
so many things against such and such per- 
son but >ou don't see his faults' Mother 



Whm Stoter Nrvedita and others came 
to the Hdy Mc«hrr thry found that she was 
innately ecurtrou*. She was also so liberal 
m her von and In her action* This was 



retired Mi» in her views and in her actum* This was 
re mamtd. drmemet rate d again and again A» a widow 
chena That it the law century coming from a email 
ting all the village <d Bengal the Holy Mother was able 
If* tonal to accept two foreign ladle* and accept 
them ae her own. ao much so that Sister 
NhediU Ml so daw to her thst she would 
behave like a little child and always sit near 
her fee* This «prt d acceptance and 
Ihemlam. the! all types of people can be 
acctmmo dated. can be accepted as erne's 
own. was characteristic c* the Holy' Moth**. 
She was not anxious to change people She 
was willing to fuDy accept Amjod. the 
dacceL as abo the saintly Saradananda. In 
cne sense, she looked upon them equally. 7 
She accepted pecplr as they were Not to 
beronw j\>d^rtnmUJ is one of Her 



Another characteristic of the Holy 
Mc4her that we can learn frren seeing her 
life is how lo accommodate ourselves to 
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lion of Ihe Indonesian i 
the fifth century A.D. It cnoios of a t 
c4 huge boulders inscribed with the i 
of a king Pumavaiman. who ruled over a 
kingdom named Tarumi In Taruma two 
stone statues representing the Hindu Cod 
Vi*nu were found. The large* one of I 
closely related in style to 
sculpture found near Kotakapux cm the 
island of Bangka- It it carved in a provincial 
rtyle, examples of which are f 
kinds of local variation., m 
separated parts of South East Asia. 

Icons in brnur. representing the figures 
«f the Boddhurt pantheon, were cfwn 
imported to Indonesia by merchant, and 
ouaMorwU* and pilgrim, returning from 
India. Meat of Ihrw statue*. which served 
as examples for local arlafs, have penabed. 
However, on meat of 
islands to which I lindu-Jav anrsv ) 
spread, a few of threw 
have been found. The 
example » Ihe magnificent Buddha 
Indian Gupta style found al 



During the 8th, 9th. and in 
ynars of the 10th century 
a feverish activity 




Accceding to historians, die eastern 
Ja v anew island we ruled over by the kings 
of the three dynasties. Ihe kings of Kalin 
ruled over Java frem the 10th century to 
1222 AH They were succeeded by the 
dynasty of Stnyasan (1222-1293), which was 
then replaced by the kings of Mo/npaM 
(1293- lo early 16th century) In the course 
of the 15th and 16th centunc Islam 
deeply into Ihe Indonesian 
Wherever it gained a loot hold 
■ eventually succeeded in replacing the 
ancient Indian religion. Acceptance of Ihe 
tenets of Warn invariably ugnifird the end 
of many traditxmal arthtic concepts Only 
Bali was able lo wMhrfand the onslaught 
and prcplr have been thus able to maintain 
I culture till the present day 



built, mainly in the vicinity of the village of 
Prambanan Both Ihe Hindu and Ihe 
dhlsl temples existed si 
lava 

A visit io most of t> 

Of Hindu-javancse tee 
central Java is facilitattd by 
practically all of the site, of r 
lanee are clcoe to the city of Jogjakarta The 
later temples of Fa-tcm Jav A on the other 
hand, arc dispersed over a i 
and are much less easily ; 
fortunate that the Jakarta i 
ses a rich and varied collection of the atone 
sUtuev and ardutectural fra gm ent s taken 



Sr largest archipelago of 
13,501 islands scattered 
widdy In the sea Al Tkmftn one finds rep- 
miniature Indonesia— the art, 
Uir bfr-stylcv and Horn and 
of scene 25 prominent islands 
departed in mod«4» within an area of about 
6 st) km. It is really a unique showpiece for 
all tourMs to see Strew and plarter models 
of figures. attractive fmmtains, green soft 
and varktks of flower beds are all 
A film show on Indonesia is an 




Mini Disneyland is fu<t outside the city 
1 a cl fntfraUa Ire the kids. All sorts of 
my and rxotuig things are pocked in sn 
<f 5 wj kms. flea's and girls are very 
to prove their skills in every 



<e 60 kms. away from the 
dty. Full of hills and forests, the unspoiled 
land of Safari measures some 20 kms. in 
length and the same in breadth. Wild 
freely in this vast area just as 




Ihry do itatuially in 
nvdv.nunl ha> Uy-t 



Amulet plait >4 in^nmr. cad* «n 
Ihiui Iruni lalaita. ■< hyjakarta TVm <nr 

tax-* Pramiunan gnx^. *4 brrffex. nght 

temple* in ad, Or Oj" larp»t at Orm 
dedicated to b»ai..n*. Venn «lw ll< 
Important central biry*- ut hi » «*- 
luundrd by tie arm*** i4 Agarf, a. Doqa 
dial tUrria I Ur. » aho • kr«l> <4 
Nandi 1 tore I lirdu kr,*» w«n 
damag.-d during Ur Mcni.m rw.., H4 
air now rrjiajrU and inlM b> Ur 
A II hart 4< yth*] I Vjiartian-a Thr *acre 
liiuigit. ul Dial ura. h»a and Aftofva an 
magtdn Standing m In. 4 .4 0™ 
Itiagitllarol and Jntin. iMn 

Ihiui.' vilrnt ■nth *w< ami a tiar i r 

11m nlalr Omy «4 Karwynw » .k.y«bd 
in 72 sculptured rrhrl wt rta in Ur Math >4 
llu bi.il.ma and h.a bi- pbe A Irw rtiml 
vvi«k» nn Or wall* c4 Or \ kr«» 
d»-pict Or childhood and H<yh.x-J day* <4 
Krtahna and Ralaraou I hr h« ---g <4 






which hu not 



drr m flw Salkudra 
m tie teginiungol the 
tnatuat uf Or <»U**d 
(nl Mi Or w.rld Ir 
(4 Huddlia lhuu-u.1. 
ird worliien tolled hi 
Orta tun- Ihr hup 1 
•n"" 5SXO0 cubu 
«m ll» maiby nunin 
.... work went .«> hx 



taaer. Otaml. Ur.4x.lul c.rv 
*uy.nny.«.*t bonoea, cru: mi 
(hr*. gradually dtrombhUtg III 
M c4 nine fcirh .4 ll. Holy 
J Ihrrr Unary again dilli'l 
h« a. that Ihry b. K«* to lb n. 
— .>f. 4x4.nrg Or -Up', ul 
Tie HuddU .1 irkgrn divide* 
■almr aixl aku> aflrltiial 
'* mb. Oimr *ph« it. lie 
wr. HmnOiMD. ny.nx.-nt* lie 
a .4 Id. KlrWWi. Or rut.l 
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Vft* to Java and 



reliefs here are a continuation of flic Boon 
o f the Buddha. The Buddhas belong to Ihe 
'Dfcjom* group, the meditative Buddhas. 
The Dhyani Buddhas indicate different 
thing* according to the direction they fare 
These facing cast call the earth as witness; 
those facing north symbolize fearlessness; 
Buddhas facing west are lost in mrddatioev 
and thoec on the south sy mbolize charily 
and mercy. Some relicts also illustrate 
philosophical themes, taken frren the 
Buddhist scriptures. 

Only a few of the Borobodur Buddha* 
Mill have their original heads. Over the p*4 
decade* museums, art gallenc*. and c»pc- 
clilly private collector* all over the world 
have* made them the treasured object* erf 
trade. U is hoped that piaster casts erf the 
Broken surface* would help in tiding the 
damaged part* together 



stupa in the middle of the summit symbol- 
ize* th« eternal peace after deliverance. Thi* 
is Nirvana. Inside this 6tig>a there Is noth- 
ing only an empty apace 



Before reaching the lop circular imam, 
or the highest sphere. An,pa0U(u. the 
visitor enters an open and unwsIM am* 
The balustrade holding M Lfcyfni Buddha. 
Mill maintain* the square shape of the tower 
terrace*. This open area represent, the Iran- 
•alien from the sphere of Form into the 
sphere of FormleMnesa. The fir*! circular 
terrace ha» 32 bell shaped ship*. Through 
the rhombic openinga of each erf the latticed 
■mall stupa* a Buddha figure can be seen in 
a sitting posture, turning the dhamw 
wheel — the wheel of life The half-hidden 
(kaddhas promise happums and good 
fortune. 

The view of the vast landscape from the 
top of the temple, uncbatructed by refieh or 
balustrades. Is spectacular. With such a 
bur mating sight before the eyes and the 
missive stone sculptures erf die Bonbodur. 
and standing among 72 Ehyaru Buddhas 
cn the same platform, the mind of every 
visitor is filled with a feeling erf serenity and 
pence. The highest and overtowenng main 



There aw in all 504 Buddhas in 
magnificent stone sculpture in the temple 
arrpnwd of Ihe terraces of RupuDutu and 
ArtipadUfu. The huge temple is square at 
the base, each side measuring 123 metres. 
Thr original height wa* 42 metres, hut is 
now ceity 315 metre, due to settling. 

We spent the whole morning in 
Bcetbodur and after taking some snacks In 
a shop m the temple area we returned to Hie 
city. O. our way wc saw an active volcano 
from a dotoi.ee Twenty year* ago It 
erupted, when tides erf lava did extenaive 
damage to thr surrounding area We did 
net drive our car right up to the mouth of 
thr .oicsnre but saw smoke constantly 
bdlwmng out erf the huge crater. 

Food In IndoneMa is a real problem tor a 
vrgKanan A» the pruplr cat too much of 
meat eggs and fish, normally no vegetarian 
dohn are available in the hotel* Only one 
local preparation. Goto. a* provided. Kit it Is 
nothing more than a plate of bottod 
«ptf*» A Ihndu vegetarian may often 
feel that it it wiser to have cow’s meat only 
of bread, bocuit* or fruit*, lert he tw served 
potato chip* fried to bw ff af But Java Ira Is 
rosily superb It* colour, flavour and taric 



From to&tkarla to Bab a domestic atr- 
fine flight takes only 90 minute*. The scenic 
beauty erf the whole area throughthe plane 
window is really fascinating Mountains are 
coirwd inth canopies oi green forest all 
inurd, interspersed with sea channels and 
estuanes at different pcents. All is enchant- 



Boli t the second most populous island 
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of Indonesia with a total population of 2-5 
million. A mountainous rulgc of 
origin creates the i 
In the north there is • sharp drop to the 
narrow atrip of fertile land, while to the 
south is a gentle decline towards the Indian 
Ocean. It is on these fertile southern slopes 
that the culture and art of Bali flowered. 
Must of the island is extremely fertile. Ira. 
coconut sugarcane, coffee, tobacco, irdigcv 
and peanuts grow abundantly The staple 
food is rice, grown in the tmaced fields 
which look like the terraced fields erf the 
Himalayan region. 

People of Ball feel that they ate being 
deprived and exploited In every way by the 
Indonesian Government because no big 
Industry exists here. All the large invest- 
ment* of the Government are made arrow 
the sea. in Java and Java only. In Bab people 
are comparatively simple, poor and Jovial, 
and they depend 
(arming. 



reminds one of Omu 



and Bengal 




In Bab we can we the signs of Hindu 
. freen the 6th century onward. It 
I direct and independent contact 
i India and was not influenced by Indo- 
ure. The oldest inscriptions 
I so far are erf the ninth century, 

Sanskrit In the 11th century the old 
Javanese words appear to have crept Into 
their vocabulary. This shows the beginning 
erf a gradual cultural and religious pervetra 
hon About ISO AO, the island became 
poUically dependent on the Jav anew realm 



Religion Is 
everyday life of Ball's people. From simple 
day to day rituals to iavah six temple fes- 
tivals — six monthly— no opportunity is kat 
to wrexhip God in an unending serin erf 
ceremonial* thit stretch from birth Into thr 
aftw-llfe. Bab's form erf 
In the world. It is a special Mend erf 
Hinduism, Buddhism and 
aliip, developed over the 
came by am routes to Bab. 

Tamluk in West 
Orissa, and thus the influence of 
Orissa is conspicuous in everything here, 
saw a few day images of Devi 
with two arms, holding the 
musical instrument Vina. The 
round- faced. Irrg-cyed goddm 
cue at cave of the typical Saraswatl erf 
Bengal And again, the ritualistic ebsn- 
vante at the small temples during pup and 
the distribution of rrusidi to the devote.-, at 



Indiarund kingdom of 
Indonmia The ruling and upper danra of 
aodety adopted the Hindu-Javanne way of 
life and inherited many Indian traditions. 
They began I© study and preserve the 

the produclkai erf literary weak* In the 
traditional style The influx of Warn did not 
As a mull this island haa 
of Hindu Javanese 





The people in Bali memonre hymns to 
leach them to 
These hymns are mainly In 
d* two 

words are found. The belief is in 
God who has three i 
(Tniafci) — Brahma, the Cr 

and fttva, the deity 
the material universe and 
lemenls at 

the end erf each cycle erf creation. 

worship already existed in Bali 
the widespread influence of 
in the islands. Later Siva and 
SGrya have been identified and sometimes 
are worshipped as a unity-in-duality. The 
drtaJs erf the daily puyi art quite similar to 
• in India. Vfeou and Siva are equally 




The Parliament of Religions and 
Swamiji's Vision of a New World 
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In yet anvtht' pmpeetne cm the tVorirf 
ISml) Omnupta fvmt, cut 
VinlwJ upbft wfccuved m* cvr *vU 
on* certain to iflrrt thatgn m lame foe the 
a firmer head cf tke Department cf 
author of the Brrx&U Week 



cf Rttogum tj 1B93. Pnfetoor 
Vhekontnie a great pceicr for 
HU life and mark 
OrntThrm ri herU 
Cetiegr. Calcutta, and U the 




S“«mi Vivekarunda't nmanr at 
I’ur lullin'.! o I RrhgKru hrfd in UK» 
hnlorie and epoch-making, *u>» U 
to a now world based on uriwrsal brother- 
hood, amity. p«*cr and (iHfnd>n for Ih. 
progrem erf IN- humanity aa a whole. A new 
■oot-ty based on the gnat troth, erf 
Vedanta, vU. divinity orf man and rvntu! 
aplrlluality of life, and the poufeUy erf 
aocwty primming total emanc^wtim erf 
men from urv Modi- and espfottatmv- >u 
I he keynote erf Ih***- Ivetunw 



■tank ally. 

Upturn merely, thaw »nr. In tn*K the 

outpourings o f the impend acul erf a 

picptft a prophet of human •tnanrlp* 
lion- eternal truth* uttered by a 'langur erf 
flame.' 

A young man orf hardly thirty at tN 
lime, with a Mipethuma 
Kholiirship, and a living 
blazing spirituality, 
there like Buddha. to bring 
to the world. And Wkv Huddha afro, he 
Mood there to champion the our erf die 
dlspcusetaod, the oppressed, and the out- 
cast all over the world. 

"Ye Divinities on earth!' -w» the way 
he addressed the gathering. pointing lo the 



pcamitaJ divinity orf man. It was. in truth, a 
fiery rrssrfutiunary railing' dree it wo 
key to the wrfut.o <rf the prcfclcm erf uicial 
Infutftre and utrqoalitW. For, if there U the 
Identical One latent divinity In all men. In 
all brsngs in all that eidsl. aa Vedanta 
ilumv then everyone— etrong or weak, 
rtth » poo. high or low hat the umc 
r great and good Hanot 
demand or command all 
pmiVgr and everyone I. entrflrd lo enjoy 
IN tame boar human right. It moon, that 
vtvry Male, every eoctcty, every religion 
1 on thr recognition orf the all 
latent in man and all 
i should K guided and ron- 
trcrfkd acordovt to the need for human 
•ptrkial d.v.tr^mmt 

Underlying the Chicago lecture* orf 
Swarm Vnekananda. there w» thus the 
viskm erf a new world order bated On 
and frrrdon and holier lor 



When Swarm Vitvkanand* came lo 
attend the Outage Parliament orf RefiglON, 
line were with him not only his direct 
XTience*, but also the direct 
erf his motlwrland and ltcr 
proplr. from tN highest to the lowest . from 
the princes to the si m|rfc peasants, from the 





I Hunan Imp do n.» lnr. m 
in walritiRW (arpaftm*. ' 
unified **U4« and all «xln 
and K.rt am rri 
•ttlludr id llv* and hi l»«HI 
n>4 HtfM. » iraudM uj« 
Rmwral wrllax 




whoW weald » In my 
Chn>lian sil< W hb l«i« 
lha» Ihr- whoir weald 
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have prosperity at the cost if the .fhers. 

However, the mm* fitting reply to the 
higi4s and rank materu'iKs was his pap«» 
on "Hinduism,’' in which he "nt« rady 
explained the teachings of hi* own laith. 
but made them cun* alive as eternal truth, 
pertinent to all people everywhere *® As 
Remain Rolland I us aptly punted out. 
'Each ol Hr other orators had spefan of ha 
Cod, the Cod of hi* own sect, he alone 
"poke ul all their geds and emNacnl them 
all in the Universal He«ng." M 



As hla ringing voice do-land. "Ye 
divlAlUca «> earth! Sinners? It «* a an t 
a moil so. it is a standing 11*1 a, I 
iiatui*,- n those narrow minded 
dung to old dogmas wen- *hu-krd. but the 
liberals realised what a revolt* usury and 
good hint It wm Prohesor Btnuy Kumar 
Stular. the eminent Indian KxtarfugM 
ohatrved "On the aston»*Nd world the la 
lit five weed formula Ml like a buds 
•hell.-® Explaining lie further staled. 'The 
lint four words summered into being the 
gospel of Joy. hope, virility, rra-rgy and 
freedom for the races of men And with the 
next word hr demolished this wtiole «m- 
lure of soul degnwratvng 
piomoting. negative, 
thought.*" 



According to *wter NivedKa. "when hr 
began to speak, it was of the rrlqpou* ideas 
of the Hindus', hut when he . 
duism had been created. 



». Remain Riflond. 
30.tUt,pag>3& 

31.77ir QaapMr VtoHa cf Sure 
VO. 1, page 11 

32.7V Mgtt ef Man m Hr Sera/ 
«umdr.dmu VTcdumda page* I 
33. Md, page 41 
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Mane Lrause Burke cfcserves *. . perhaps In 
that mama ik« only wm Hinduism 
crcaWd hut a new religion for the world, 
was given its first enunaalHn." 38 Actually, 
in learning Hinduism he created the 
Universal Religion, making it extremely 
Evmg religion springing 
I the very soul of humanity Itself.* 36 It 
a gnud sympliuiy of all tin- existing 
that he expounded that evening. 
In his wit immortal and inimitable words: 
'Hum the high spiritual fiiglits of the 
Vedanta phikwofrfiy of which the latest 
i erf scamcra seem like echoes, to 
erf id dairy with its multi- 
mythology, tlw agnosticism of the 
Buddhist’ and the atheism of the Jains, «mdi 
aH has a place in the Hindu's 
' It was a stunning IW elation to 
very’ dilMrnl idea* about 



thro thragh words illuminating and 
fury he Nought revelation aha revelation 
about tt* rtrmal and universal (digital that 
had so long rocnr to be known as 
Hinduism. Following arv a few such fury 



"The Hindu Religion dor* not consist in 
struggle* and attempts to Nlievr in (m 
taindoctiinraordogmanhut in roatising. 
rrt in helming but in Nvng and beoom- 

‘TTiuft the wt<4r effect of their |tl** 
Hindu*') tyrtrm is by constant itnifyjr 
lo become divine.* 59 
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^ *>»■ rnTiHr-l «* 

»•< ««<*'»• and. -fc. Uvr i 7 word* and 

latMi) wmm n nWiw . I* want* hi 
omm Ur It. Ur ir*h ttw If Ihrir U a 
»»« h la nrt matin, II than la 
«l Sad I* *»vU •«' Hint 



ta d** hi VtvrLananla, ununi Ur 
<*• JUalrfy .. IS goal >J all 

■» Than aka* can drath cra«-.- hr 
S.S.. I an on. wHh Id. . thru alow 
wry tnnr wtwv I am <an with hap- 

"l an in* — hfa—UW 



mm U n«y 



amManl Un* erf an pnd*w« ■*! 
w.U.Onf»hjB»ir(rt»S«idxt«)» wi 
all souk air bul thr dduMtr ntan d rMa 
tun- 1 tu*B thr goal irfal Kama. C 



rr. Vivrhananda alao 
r aim of rrllgmn. 1 S« 
an. hr *ay\ "l» only 
(•nup'anavnuy 
animal man.*' ThU it 
' no g<md Mtcirly could 
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~lUy Mr wt«. » U« Ahu. Mania cW the 
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■« ll»*» c* U- OrWw. give 
lit ywt ki Cany 1 X 1 I youi int-lr 
M n ki pna-Ulm in all 
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V» |m|wi on I llnduiunt, 
(Unkua, Mr. a |<li!l.»- 
rJnl lh» I'arl-wn.iM on 
.V«r>rd Ihal *»M lai 
»> hr ukn inl«> annum In 
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bread bul 1 1 it) 










66 



January 



Here we find Vivekananda giving 
priority to the solution erf the prcfcfero erf 
poverty and hunger above preaching 
religion. He declared, *. it b an irauk to a 
starving pccple to offer them rchgiov an 
insult to a suffering nun dying erf hunger to 
preach him metaphysics. *** His mentor. Sri 
Ramakrishna aUo had said "Religion b nee 
for the empty stcroach." 

Vivekananda in his speech made it cfear 
tisat the prosperous natiuna arf the Wnl had 
definite responsibilities in the matter orf 
temoving poverty from the backward 
countries orf the East, since thr prosperity orf 
the former was acquired, aa he had rhuwn 
elsewhere, through the rxpkataUon orf the 
latter. 




HU neat lecture was on 
detivrred by way orf 
papers presented by the 
had Invilsd him to crllkWe. 
critKIUng, Swamp paid glowing trtbvto to 
Buddha. ‘It China and Japan <* Ceylon.* he 
said, -follow the teachings orf the Great 
Master, India worships Hun as God incar- 
nate on earth. *® In hU opinion. *Sak>»- 
muni came not to destroy, he was the 
fulfilment, the logical condusson. the logi- 
cal development erf the religion orf the 
Hindus.- 5 ' 1 According to him. further, 
-...the great glory erf the Master lay in his 
wonderful sympathy lor everybody, > 
daily foe the igneeant and the poor.- 54 



Braden the speeches delivered al the 
regular sessions, Vivekaiunda delivered a 
few others at the Scientific Section and at 
the side meetings orf the Parliament, either 
un recoiled ce not recorded fully. Oi Sep- 
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terrher 14. he gave a talk on the "Condition 
orf Women in India* at a reception Isold at 
the Woman's Budding by the Lady 
managers erf the Expcabian. There was a 
repeat prrfeemanre on September 22, af a 
special session erf the Parliament convened 
at the requaa orf Mrs Potter Palmer, Presi- 
dent erf the Lady Manager, orf the Expori- 
don Jn hi* speech Vivekaiunda made a 
very significant statement viz. that “The 
ideal erf perfect wemanhood u perfect Inde- 
pendence.** Here in a single sentence 
VhcVanaida had presented an Invincible 
argument In favour erf the total emanripa- 
Hem orf women 

Vnekananda's address at the final ses- 
sion erf the Parliament was as enlightening, 
at sensational, as his opening speech, and It 
was also a borrbahell on the citadel of 
fagotry and fanaticism Hr firmly baled, 
referring to religious unity: 

* But if any one fan hopes that this 
unity wlH come by thr triumph orf any 
or* orf the religions and tlsr destruction 
orf thr others, tohlm I soy, 'Itairfhar, you is 
la an ImpcaaiNr hope-' Do I wish that a 
Christian would become a Hindu . or a 
BuddhutTCod torbid.Dol wish that the 
Hindu or the Buddhist would become a 
Christian? God tortnd.** 

And hr mode it clear that 

-Thr Christian b not to become a Hindu 
ora Buddhot ntr a I lindu or a Buddhist 
to heecene a Christian. But each must 
assirndale the spirit erf the others and yet 
preserve his individuality and grow 
according to hb own law of growth." 57 
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It i* dear, according to Vtvcfcaiunda. 
unity does no* mean uniformity, * 

"a unity in diversity.'’ The dnn 
will not cease to ext* but each wiU i 
late the spirit irf the others in town and 
respect and together they will form a unity. 




which, far from extinguishing the hope 
of a single one. helped all to grow and 
Flourish according to their own proper 
nature. There was to be no other dogma 
but the divinity mhererri in man and his 
capacity for infinite evolution."* 0 



Swamiji's final words were prophetic 
and indicative irf the fulfilment of the pur- 
|ow of the Parliament: 



-If the Parliament erf RrligXns has 
shown anything to the world. * *s this: ll 
has proved to the world that hrrfinna. 
purity and chanty are not the ncVsnr 
pcaaesaion erf any church in the wot Id. 
and that every system has produced net. 
and wun.n of the mud naked charac- 
ter. In the face of this evidence. if 
anybody dreamt of 
survival of hfa own 
destruction of the others. I pity him fnen 
the bottom of my heart and potni out to 
him that upon the banner of every 
religion writ aocsi be written in urtr erf 
resistance-. Help 
'Asaimilaticei and 
'Harmony and Peace and no* DMerv 
•ton." 4 " 



m in spite erf 
nc* Fight’ 



The lad sentence is socially very 
significant Since future society wiU give no 
quarter to any sretanan dogma, the only 
doctrine that has any hope of being 
actefrfrd in the future is this one only vU. 
the divinity of man and hi* potentiality for 
infinite evolution For the formation of such 
a society, spiritual awakening of a large sec- 
tion of the population is needed. And 
Vnefcananda brought it wheirvrr he went. 
Pouting to this matin. Mane Imiise Burke 
ctecrvns. 'll is undeniable that the 
American people had not been merely Intel 
factually improved by the ncfcility and the 
wisdom of the eastern doctnnrs. ..but had 
been touched by and had irapondrd In the 
tremendous pown of living spirituality 
that Swamp cmbod»cd.-« That such 
spfntual touch can change the course of his- 
tory is rvidml from the tremendous Impact 
on world hatory made by Ifoddha, Christ 
and Mtrfvammed 



V 

Giving a total aaseaament of Swami 
Vivrkananda'* Chicago lecture*. Remain 
Roliand observes: 

"He spoke at the Parliament ten or 
twelve times. Each time he repe ated with 
new argument* but with the same feme 
of convtctkm his thesis of universal 
religion without limit of time c* space, 
uniting the whole Ciafc of the human 
spirit, from the enslaved fetishism erf the 
savage to the most liberal creative affir- 
mation of modem science He har- 
monized them into a magnificent thesis. 



ll must hr remembered also, ns Marie 
Louise Burke points out that "the spiritual 
status erf Vivrkananda was such that hr 
could not live among men without altering, 
enriching and illuminating the vriy texture 
of wortd thought And surely when a 
rrvcrfutkai takes place in tlic realm of 
thought levofutimiring of the society can- 
not be far oft 

Today, a century after Vhekananda 
delivered his historic message at the Parlia- 
ment of Religions, everything seems to be 
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Rambagan Slum Re-housing Project 

ft. ft. CHAKRAftOirrt 
















Ashrama and Rjmkigan lot* 
R.imakrishna Mission, in its own way. 
has been serving Calcutta slum* from ms 
tally as Swami Vrvekananda'* tin*, start- 
ing with plague relief weak in 1899. Over 
Bw f*v- and peal Independence decades, 
the Mission has organised relief weeks m 
d liferent shims of the city during famine. 
irennuin.il troubles, refugee Influx etc. But 
slum development week in a sustained 
manner was formally initiated by Kama- 
kn&hna Mheion Ashrama. Narendtapur, at 
I’athuriaghafa in Calcutta In the eart> 
1950's. 



The 



Prior to 1966-57. the 
run a Students' Home near I 
then Secretary of 
Lokeswarananda, being approached by the 

student* of the Hoove to initial* welfare 
programme on voluntary !»».» to fight 
poverty and social vices like pruatituiMi 
gambling, drinking and illiteracy. In May 
1952. an adult education centre wm started 
and the Kanvakrishna Mreuon prop* 
started Visaing the .him regularly Even- 
tually a ccenprehensive social welfare 
centre oiled Vlvekananda Sonal Welfare 
Centre', wa» 
klivds of 

mes for the slum dwellers. Piefertiy the 
following 
conducted there: 



1. Adult Education Centre. This was 
the initial activity started by the Mission. 
During the course of the last four decades 
illiteracy has been totally eradicated. Still 
the adult education programme is con- 
tinued with a view to promoting broad- 
based citizenship education Hi the area. 

evils which were prev alent In this shim have 
almost disappeared. 

2. Vivefamareix Pretax (Nurtery) 
School for age group id three to six years. 



rrtli 



I in 1565, has 80 students on the 
I the education imported here is free. 

Dapenury. Started in 
s now working in 
shirts catering to the medical needs of KVW 
peepir on an average every day. Medicines 
t diet are distributed free of 




i /MuortaH School has 
the roll All education and 
action programmes (eg 




A 
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eitra-cuirwJjr 
gamrs. sports, • 

. social services) are free. 
The school started lundirtu.* from 1957. 

5. Car an! hnafao cruft* training 
(ft* t*ysf The major section of the 
are involved in cane and 
i wort But they used to follow 
type of work without new 
innovations Besides, due to 
of cheap pUstlc materials, 
trade of the slum 
i jolt. Thirdly, tlie 
utterly disorganised. To 
MHaion started this 
with new designing and 
■movatknv Besides, to 
prevent the younger children from giving 
up the trade, training was started for young 
hoys while they were in school. The centre 
I In I960 Thirty boys regularly 



A Worning/Tailamiy Training Centre 
(ft* Vmmh This offers 3-)«r stipendiary 
training crainr to 20 Harijan ladirs per 
batch The production unit of the centre 
often to pass-outs work on pieccratr basis 
and thus helps the families in earning 
regular addilmval mroine. The centre was 
established m 1962. 

7. SfiJvnAary 3-year l raining course in 



v every year. Ramhaganpreplr arc adept 
; also. To keep up the tradition, 
t for children are organised. 
8. Social Education Centre for Ladirx 
About 20 giri student* from Weaving and 
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PraNidha Bharala January 

Tailoring Centre attend this education avaitableto the students, adults, and raher*. 
centre under a trained teacher every year. The bbtary has 2JXO books. Besides. the 

9. Titareuf cfcaa are conducted mcfcdr hirer, of Ramakrishna Mission 

dally. Thirty to forty students cf different Ashrama. Narendrapur, also adds to Ms 
standards from different schools take this strength periodically with supply of books, 
advantage under the guidance cl four 16. For rmttwnal dnrivpmml of the 
leathers. slum children important national celebra- 

10. Spoil/ Nut-Ms™ Programs urn* like Independence Day, Republic Day, 

Through three d'.MribuUxi outlets 300 Btrthday* of Mahatma Gandhi, Kahindia- 
rhlldien are daily given milk and Need ruth Tagore; hit-tap. Sri Ramakrishna. Holy 

11. CcmmenUI faulting Cmtrr Ifce MUhrr, Svaml Vivekananda and many 
hy>): Besides the children's painting such other occasions are ohserved with 
section, another training programme on gata«y and Mtotnnity. 

commercial painting i> also organised for 17 (real It+ienhip-. For integniled 
the advanced group of boy*. Every year 15 development in Rambagan. the youth of tl«e 
slum boys attend llita programme. Or, com- slum hroed theta own organisation known 
plrtinn of the training the Mudmts either set as >nakalyan fVamity'. Presently this 
up their own unit or get absorbed in various SamHy U putting Ms shoukfor together with 
commercial firms engaged in oanmercial Kamakrahna Mission Ashrams, Narendrs- 
pninting. Many of the cinema hoardings m pur, to solve one rtf their higflrstprrblcms— 
the city arc the products d Ramtaigan the mlaunan housing condition 
people. This centre has been functioning 

since 1980. KWfor a !U»mrg S,hrmr 

12. f amily Hrtpre Prejrtf. Ths prejrrt As a result of the various welfare and 

wmimllalrd in 19*3 Involving Ml children rduralreval aclivtaies there has hre>n a 
It provides educational and nutntimal significant impart on the physical quality of 
support to the children till the age of 1* and life d the slum dwritar*. The literacy retr 
sees that they are properly retubiltaat'd. went iq? to 00 %; every child of school-going 
Brsrtcv the children, their parents are also age now attends school; child mottalUy has 
supported for improving their earning crane down to as low as 14V Besides, the 
capacity either with the advancement of employment opportunity* for the slum 
their vocational skills or by providing loans dwellers Increased considerably. After 
for their specific trade. having achieved this much lie M union felt 

13. Crrchr As Ihr mrtherv in the slum that to make all its development program- 

are mostly involved in some kind of earning me* MisUmabie. the physical environment 
activity* a creche centre was started Mi 1«7 of the slum Including the housing situation 
with 50 children on the roll needed to be radically changed. Sometime 

14. fight Engineering (lathe Trasangf in 1983-44 workers of the Mission a* well as 

/or toy* was started in 1968. With the gradual the representatives d the shim dwelleis 
change in the industrial activities of thr city. had a series cf meetings and discussed tie 
the Mtaaicm authertbes felt that the octupa- pratibie ways and means to meet this chal 
lion pattern of the shim people should also tar g e. Ultimately a consenais was arrived 
undergo some change. Hence, this training at that the participation of a number of 
centre was established to promt*- pd agencies working in unison could alone 
opportunities In the field of industrial «4ve the gigantic prcblem. It was 
workshop*. proposed to meet die challenge in the 

15. library service* are also rraliiy following manner 
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construction. effort was made lo ruse funds 
for Ihe second phase of constructs*! Iran 
wUhln Ihe country as well as firm the 
ex-students of Ramakxishna Manor, 
Narendrapur. In tact, the construct** ccat 
of one block was ctmtnfcutrd by the e»- 
bludenls who haw settled in the USA. TV 
coat of the remaining 5 blocks in thr second 
phase was raised from within the country 

individual donation, and even a few school 
students in the city of Calcutta cuntrtbufrd 
money from their tiffin allowances In 
response to our appcel This experience has 
raised our hope that if the nue is genuine 
and innovative, public revperva* is bound to 
be very positive. For the third (dime ccev 
Structlon of 10 block, we have (got fund, 
both from India at well an from abroad. 

rc^tm.Uy^Cmmmm 
On 9th February, IM6 at ftl5 am 
Revered Srimal Swami Etiutrshanasvdql 
Mahanj, the thrn Vare-Pmskrt and 
prmrnl President of Ramaknshna Math 
and RmskrUhna Muatc*. accompanied by 
a large number of monks, lay drwAees and 
■hove all the happy alum dweOrrs. laid thr 
foundation amidst cheers <J Joy. 



Swami Bhutmhan.uulap laid on thr 
occasion, "During three long yean of my 
Ufe this la foe the first tune ihat this pare 
venture by Ramaknshna MMaWn. Govvttv 
• nne of Wrest Bengal, Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation and above all the shim 
dwellers will usher in a very bright future 
foe the rify of Calcutta. This to the lint ever 
venture in which Ihe distressed people 
have been involved right fnsn the coiiire 
stage of planning to impinr.nHatoi I hepe 
this will lead to many such new projects.' 

Mr. Bcooy Krishna Chowdhury. Mm. 
ster-in-diarge, land and Land Reknn 
Departmert, Government of West Bengal 
while speaking as the Chief Guest erf the 



.cfabrstkei ccenmmtrd. " Ramaknshna 
Mission has taken up a very good and ntfclr 
(eoyict of bringing about qualitative change 
m the hie of the shun dweller by providing 
them with good houses, light, water, etc. 
We also want slum development, but there 
are many bottleneck.. This project will 
serve as a successful example for what we 
want to do. Oi behalf of Ihe Government of 
West Bengal I thank the Ramaknshna 
Math and Ramaknshna Mission". 



Mr. Kamil B«u. Map*. Calcutta 
Municipal Corporatiorv who was present 
on the orcaaton a. the GueM of Htmour. 
said, "I do not know whether auth a joint 
prefect wav ever unplemmlrd in Calcutta 
or anywhere rise Cakutta u a city wliidi 
grew up without any defoute planning. 
Every CaVuttan now believe, that Calcutta 
ran really be beaudlul with Ihe help <4 such 
prefect* Thoa* who are living In slums of 
Calcutta have every right to participate In 

Muason has mvxrfvtd three slum dwellers 
m this unique development programme 
which. I am sure, will lead to positive social 
lhange Ramaknshna Mission has faith in 
man and above all In the kM ,4 service. I 
am conhdrr* this project will be thoroughly 



Dr. Pummdu Jha. Member, Mayor-in- 
Coural (Slum Ovrfapmrnt), Calcutta 
Municipal Corpceatmn. while speaking cei 
thr occasion said tlut lie awociatcd himself 
w*h the prefect being pricked by his con 
science. He remaiked. "Th» is a project for 
those pecple who were exploited and 
farced to live in slums. Ramaknshna Mis 
sion had helped them with education, 
health, and In other areas earlier, and now 
they are helping them for their complete 
rehabilitation The active involvement of 
the common peoffe ts the most unique fea- 
ture erf the prefect I hope the Kamakrishna 
Mastcei will ecene forward to help the 
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